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Investments in the ICT 

infrastructure of libraries 

(1996 2007)
• Supported by the state, municipal and overseas foundations, as well 

– George Soros, Andrew Mellon, and Bill and Melinda Gates.

• Conception of the state integrated library information system (“Light 
net”) approved by the Cabinet of Ministers (2001), which has been 
included within the framework of the new National Library of Latvia 
project.

• 2006 Latvia receive the massive grant from the Gates Foundation 
(16.2 million USA dollars) for all 874 public libraries. 

• The staff training programme, training centres have been developed, 
and thorough staff training in IT skills has been realized. 

• Electronic publications and services become accessible more 
extensively. 

• The training of population has been carried out in libraries and other 
places related to such projects as latvija@pasaule, e-inclusive a.o. 

• The storage of electronic documents and digitization of analogous 
materials has started in large libraries and archives, too. 



Geneve – Alexandria –

Tunis
• The number of visits to libraries has not decreased, but the  remote services increase 

daily. 

• Latvia is among those states, where the WSIS (Geneve) ideas has been successfully 
implemented

• More concrete from the summit:  

- Internet access points at libraries (including open code)

- Culture heritage (digitization of all kind of sound, photo, manuscript and printed 
materials)

- Training of professionals in ICT (selection of information, analyses, search, 
management and assessment of its quality) 

- Training of library users in ICT

- Creation of home pages 

• Alexandria Manifesto 

• More concretely the task of libraries after Tunis summit is to offer:

- Internet access points, proposing respective advice and training   

- Appropriate information supply in a corresponding format and language  

- Development of knowledge and skills  

- Support to health and education 

- Support to women

- Give the possibility and choice for children and life- long learning as well  

- To foster innovations and economic development 

- To ensure the preservation of culture heritage, by fostering its versatility

- To strengthen mutual respect and understanding among fellowmen 



Guidelines for state culture 

policy till 2015

• “To develop a new vision in planning and advancing culture policy, where it 
is important not to find answers to a question what is culture and  in what 
way a separate culture branch develops, but how the presence of culture 
influences the quality of a standard of living, well-being of the state and 
society and its competitiveness. It should be integrated into the united 
development policy, including social security and integration of the society, 
and education. “  

• “To develop and  use of full value culture potential in life- long learning of 
individuals, fostering the formation of knowledge society based on human 
values.”   

• “Culture and education enriching each other create favourable conditions for 
the full-fledged development of a personality and society and the life- long 
competitiveness. Culture enhances the process of education and its content 
with new values and the possibilities for learning, however, education is the 
most significant means for fostering continuity of national culture processes 
and enhancing excellence.”

• “Culture potential and resources are not sufficiently studied and made use 
of for creating equal development possibilities for socially unprotected strata 
of society: disabled persons, unemployed, disadvantaged in care centres 
and in detention. The cooperation is weekly developed among the branches 
of culture and social welfare.”



“Google generation”

• Recipients/ users and contents have to be joined in a standardised information carrier 
environment     (search engines have to be ensured, compatibility, navigation, 
integration, stable accessibility, metadata have to be used, users must  have 
convenient interface, searchable information area must be ensured), “texts” and other 
information resources must be placed in such a context, that is valuable for any 
reader.

• The influence of the so-called Google generation has to be taken into account. 

• “Intellectual literacy hour”

• The older and the younger cohorts in the study exhibited erratic information 
browsing behaviour, visiting only a few pages and spending little time reading 
their contents. 

• A flurry of activity is under way at the British Library to digitise collections, 
such as newspapers and books, and train staff in web-based skills to improve 
the electronic content, including webcasts, blogs and online debates. 
Libraries should also play a key role in helping to teach information literacy 
skills.. "That the younger generation is technologically more literate but not 
more information literate is a challenge that must be tackled by libraries and 
education more widely..," says [director]  Brindley.

• "Libraries add a degree of sophistication, support and richness of content, all 
of which will encourage creativity, quality research and participation of the 
citizen in the global digital world that we are in." 



Library 2.0, 3.0

• Library 2.0

• Library 3.0 is library 2.0 + semantic web. 

• Hybrid library modules 

• PPP and libs

• From system librarians to knowledge 

librarian. 



Federative approach of 

digital library (+ archives & 

museums) in Latvia



Not an effort of a single institution

Churches in Latvia
Collection was created in 2006. It contains picturesof some of 

Latvia’s most beautiful churches,

Poets and artists from Latgale
Collection contains many interesting facts from the biographies of poets 

and artists from Latgale: Eastern part of Latvia.

Being a fisherman
Latvia has always been a country by the sea – a country of fisherman.

This collection gives you a few glimpses into the life of Latvia’s 

fishermen.

Collections of:

• Libraries

• Archives

• Museums

From all over Latvia

• Security

• Integration

• Quality Assurance

• Free Access



Many applications

Education Tourism Preserving culture

and traditions

Churches in Latvia
Collection was created in 2006. It contains picturesof some of 

Latvia’s most beautiful churches,

Poets and artists from Latgale
Collection contains many interesting facts from the biographies of poets 

and artists from Latgale: Eastern part of Latvia.

Being a fisherman
Latvia has always been a country by the sea – a country of fisherman.

This collection gives you a few glimpses into the life of Latvia’s 

fishermen.



Digital libs for learning

• Conference “Digital library for learning” (November 
19, 2007) See: 
http://www.lnb.lv/lv/bibliotekariem/konferencu-
materiali and http://dll2007.lndb.lv/index_html. 
Representatives from more than 16 states 
participated in a day’s conference, delivering their 
reports. 

• The second international conference “Digital 
Library for Learning” (November 10, 2008), the aim 
of which is to investigate the contribution of 
libraries, museums, archives to the teaching 
process, marking the way from information to 
knowledge. 

http://www.lnb.lv/lv/bibliotekariem/konferencu-materiali
http://www.lnb.lv/lv/bibliotekariem/konferencu-materiali
http://www.lnb.lv/lv/bibliotekariem/konferencu-materiali
http://dll2007.lndb.lv/index_html


BMGF mission of library programe

“is helping to transform public libraries 
into vital tools that can advance the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of 
people. Any life irrespective of the 
place of residence is equally 
valuable. ” 


